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anger and ill-will of men by his patient endeavour as a first step
toward cultivating universal love.
Abjure brinjals or potatoes by all means, if you will, but do
not for heaven's sake begin to feel yourself self-righteous or
flatter yourself that you are practising ahimsa on that account.
The very idea is enough to make one blush. Ahimsa is not a
mere matter of dietetics, it transcends it. What a man eats or
drinks matters little; it is the self-denial, the self-restraint behind
it that matters. By all means practise as much restraint in the
choice of the articles of your diet as you like. The restraint is
commendable, even necessary, but it touches only the fringe of
ahimsa. A man may allow himself a wide latitude in the matter of
diet and yet may be a personification of ahimsa and compel our
homage, if his heart overflows with love and melts at another's
woe, and has been purged of all passions. On the other hand a man
always overscrupulous in diet is an utter stranger to ahimsa and a
pitiful wretch, if he is a slave to selfishness and passions and is hard
of heart.
Whether India should have an army or not, whether or not
one may offer armed resistance to Government, these are momen-
tous questions that we shall have to solve one day. The Congress
has in its creed already furnished an answer to them in part. But
important as these questions are, they do not much concern the
man in the street, they do not touch the aspect of ahimsa with
which an educationist or a student is concerned. Ahimsa in rela-
tion to the life of a student stands quite apart from these questions
of high politics. Ahimsa in education must have an obvious bearing
of the mutual relations of the students. Where the whole atmo-
sphere is redolent with the pure fragrance of ahimsa, boys and
girls studying together will live like brothers and sisters, in freedom
and yet in self-imposed restraints; the students will be bound
to the teachers in ties of filial love, mutual respect and mutual
trust. This pure atmosphere will of itself be a continual object-
lesson in ahimsa. The students brought up in such an atmosphere
will always distinguish themselves by their charity and breadth of
view, and a special talent for service. Social evils will cease to
present any difficulty to them, the very intensity of their love being
enough to bum out those evils. For instance, the very idea of
child-marriage will appear repugnant to them. They will not
even think of penalizing the parents of brides by demanding dow-
ries from them. And how dare they after marriages regard their
wives as chattel or simply a means of gratifying their lust? How
will a young man brought up in such an environment of ahimsa